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ZtI LI L. Welcome to First Presbyterian Church!

[
Thank you for joining us today! We’re grateful for your presence and invite you to take
part in our worship, mission, and programs. Livestreaming is available to watch via the
website or YouTube, but we know this is no substitute for the community built through

in-person connections. We’re glad you’re here!

Rev. Dr. Anne Epling (she/her), Rev. Carrie Winebrenner (she/her)
Rev. Dr. Youngsoo An (he/him), Rev. Ann Pitman (she/her)
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PRELUDE Onotayo Rite of Passage (Gift from God) Drum Corps
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WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
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CALL TO WORSHIP
If you are hungry, there is room at God’s table.
If you are weary, there is a seat saved for you.
If you dream of belonging, then we will practice belonging here.
From north, south, east, and west, God invites us home.
Let us worship our nourishing God.
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*HymMmN No. 388 Come All You People UYAI MOSE
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*HyYmMN No. 611 Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee HYMN TO JOY
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*CALL TO CONFESSION
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*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Creator God,
We hear your invitation to love our neighbors as ourselves and to live like we belong
to one another. Yet, what is out of sight is often out of mind.
Forgive us for training our hearts to focus only on what is in front of us.
Forgive us for ignoring the tie that binds us to all of creation.
Forgive us for assuming that you being with us means you can’t be with others, too.
Our gaze is too narrow.

Open our hearts. Expand our understanding. Help us to celebrate the many places
you are present in this world. Remind us of the ties that bind us to all of creation.
With hope in our hearts we pray, Amen.
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*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Family of faith, | don’t know what this past week has looked like for you, but | do
know this: there’s a seat at God’s table saved for you. And that is the case even if you
overlooked your neighbor, even if you doubted God’s love for you, even if you chose
scarcity over abundance, or fear over joy. God has a seat saved for you.
Trusting this good news, join me in the words of forgiveness:
We are known. We are loved. We are forgiven. We begin again. Thanks be to God
for a love like that. Amen.
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*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
The peace of Christ be with you.

And also with you.
As you are comfortable, we invite you to take a moment to share the Peace of Christ with
those around you with a smile, wave, or other signs of connection.
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*RESPONSIVE HYMN No. 582 Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me
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HEARING THE WORD &2 &7]
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PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
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NEW TESTAMENT READING Luke 10:25-37
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
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SERMON “ Who Is My Neighbor? 7} 1}2] ©]-%-91147}2” Rev. Dr. Anne Bain Epling

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 219314
We believe in a nourishing God who provided manna in the wilderness and water
from the rock. We believe in a with-us God, Jesus of Nazareth, who set tables for
the lonely and ate with the forgotten. We believe in an expansive God-the wild Holy
Spirit-meeting us in ritual, regardless of where we gather.
Trusting that good news, we come to the Table. We pull up extra seats. We learn
each other’s names. We bless the food. We tell the story. We remember Christ’s
love, and we look for God in all of it. We believe. Help our unbelief. Amen.
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*HYMN NoO. 668 Golden Breaks the Dawn LE P’ING
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INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
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OFFERTORY Lonely the Boat Helen Kim/Dong Hoon Lee

Lonely the boat, sailing at sea, tossed on a cold stormy night; cruel the sea which
seemed so wide, with waves so high. This single ship sailed the deep sea, straight into
the gale: O Lord, great is the peril, dangers do all assail. Strong winds arose in all their
rage, tossing the tiny lone boat; waves billowing high, tossing the boat, lost and afloat.
The sailor stood all alone, wondering what to do; O Lord, so helpless was he, wondering
what to do. Trembling with fear, deep in despair, looking for help all around, the sailor
saw light from above, help can be found; my God is here in my small boat, standing by
my side; O, | trust in the Savior, now in my life abide. Pleading for your mercy, O Lord,
even a sinner like me; command O Lord, calm to the seaq, as in Galilee! Please save my life
from all danger, grant a peaceful life; O please be merciful, Lord, in times of calm and
strife. Storms in our lives cruel and cold, surely will arise again, threatening lives,
threatening us on life’s wild sea. Powerful and great, God’s hand is there, firmly in
control. O Lord, calm peace comes from you, peace comes to my lone soul.
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*PRAYER OF DEDICATION FOR OUR 2025 PLEDGES
Gracious God, we come before you with thankful hearts, grateful for the blessings
you have bestowed upon us. We thank you for the generous pledges made by our
community to support the mission and ministry of our church in 2025. May these
commitments reflect our faith and our desire to be a light in the world. Guide us to
use these gifts wisely, to uplift those in need, and to spread your love. Together, we
dedicate these pledges to you, trusting that with your guidance, we can accomplish
great things in your name. Amen.

At this time the drummer will lead us out of the Sanctuary and into McKay Hall
for the Sacrament of Communion. There, we will join in the Lord’s Supper
much the way the early church did when Communion was partaken of in the
context of a holy feast.

This early church tradition brings people together, strengthens the church,
and shows a picture of the future feast in heaven. Taking the Lord's Supper as
a real meal is like having the rehearsal dinner before a big wedding the next
day.

CHANCEL FLOWERS
The Chancel flowers are given in loving memory of John E. McKibben from his family.




ASSISTING WITH WORSHIP THIS MORNING

Pastors: Rev. Dr. Anne Bain Epling, Rev. Carrie Winebrenner, Rev. Youngsoo An
Greeters: Bill Fish, Tom Mettler, Linda Yount

Elders: Vernell Fettig, Betsy Perry-Patton

Ushers: Esther Coplin, Marcia McKibben, Judy Mettler, Tom Mettler, Linda Yount
Director of Music and Organist: Brent Neuenschwander

Assistant Organist: Kathryn Miller

Combined Chancel Choir and KLM Choir

Live Stream: Dick Florea

Sound: Marj Sapp

Hearing Loop: To use the “Hearing Loop” during the service, please switch your
hearing aid or cochlear device to the “T,” T-Coil or telephone position.

Large Print Hymns are available from the Ushers

One License A-708176 for print, streaming and podcast. Christian Copyright Solutions PerformMusic License
Glory to God: The Presbyterian Hymnal Online. CCLI Copyright: 2801108; Streaming: 21661340.

— Stay Up To Date with Our Weekly Newsletter!

Keep up with all our upcoming events and announcements!
Sign up for our weekly email by scanning the QR code or
emailing jconrad@firstpresfortwayne.org to subscribe.




\ Cclebration of the Arts at First Pres!

Concerts (?Iasscs»_ I : s

This Week at First Pres!
Artober, our month long celebration of Enriching our Faith Through the Arts, is
back! This week includes:

October 8: From the comfort of your own kitchen, you'll learn how to make
cinnamon rolls and by the end of class (approx. 2 hours) you'll have fresh, hot
cinnamon rolls to eat. Anyone can make these! Register via email to Annie
(aepling@firstpresfortwayne.org) and she'll send you the recipe so you have
your ingredients ready.

October 11: The Fort Wayne Pride Band will perform at 7:30 PM in the Courtyard
for a free Halloween-Themed concert! Get ready for a spooktacular night of
music as the Fort Wayne Pride Band brings a festive, Halloween-themed
concert to the stage! Expect a thrilling mix of haunting melodies and upbeat
tunes, all while celebrating faith, diversity, community, and the joy of music.
Come in costume if you’d like and join us for a night of family-friendly fun. This
event is free and open to all ages—perfect for music lovers and Halloween
enthusiasts alike. No tickets required, just show up ready for a frightfully good
time! In case of rain, we will move the event indoors! For more information,
please contact Carrie Winebrenner(cwinebrenner@firstpresfortwayne.org).

October 13: Join us in the Gallery from 12:15-1:00 PM for a reception and to
support and enjoy newly submitted works from our congregation in the Parish
Art Exhibit!
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